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slapped continuously across my face: yet fascinated by his hatred
I stayed on. He expressed the view that England was man's enemy.
She stood in the way of the new order which would hring happiness
and peace to mankind. England must ho kaputfjcschhjLjcn. He knew
England, he'd been to England.
He'd seen the R.A.F. It was a huge joke. The Luftwaffe would
finish it off in no time. The English had invented the word
'gentleman' and said so often they were gentlemen that the poor
bamboozled world believed them. Gentlemen ? They were swine.
They had systematically robbed the world of its riches. There
would be no mercy for them. His German soul waxed indignant at
the thought that those cunning English had managed to hold down
for such a long while the rest of mankind. 1 lo never said Germans.
He always spoke of man or mankind. It was for him the right way
of putting it. The only men on earth arc Germans, so when he said
mankind he naturally referred to Germany.
He wasn't the only one to think so. They all thought so. I
discovered that at the beginning, and every clay confirmed it. There
was no earthly reason to lie to a Hungarian who looked what they
call a Herr. I did see them in undress. To me, by then, the issue
was straight and simple. Germany, camouflaged in brown, was out
for world dominion, and she'd do it if the shirt were red, striped,
or of any other colour. They were the new chosen people. They
were chosen by the sword and the fire. That had been known by the
Germans since Hegel and Fichte. Only those didn't know it whose
interest was to let Germany escape a sectoml lime, aiul those who
were brandishing their empty scabbards against the myth of Nazism.
Prussian militarism, now Na/Ism, and next lime probably
democracy.
Joe asked what would the Germans do once Hngland was
occupied? That made the member of the Richthoven Squadron
smile.
"I'll give you an example/' he said. "Here, because we've no
grudge against the French, I pay you for my drink. Fm ordered to
do so. But when I shall be going in a few weeks' time into an
English pub I'll take out my revolver and first shoot the pub-keeper,
then tell my men to help themselves to all the bottles. And it will
be the same everywhere."
I felt a bit sick. I didn't take part in the conversation. When he
was gone Joe said, with a grin, that he'd enjoyed my face*
But before he went Joe asked him how would England be
conquered? First, was the answer, the Luftwaffe would get going.
After that the landing would be a simple affair.